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Monday, February 17, 2014 383athe calcium signal in downstream neurons resulting from optogenetic stimu-
lation has yet to be investigated and compared to the calcium signal in down-
stream neurons resulting from environmental stimulation. The optogenetic
channel, channelrhodopsin-2, will be expressed under the control of the
mec-4 sensory neuron promoter in C. elegans. Additionally, a synthetic cal-
cium sensor, RCaMP1h, will be expressed separately under the control of a
specific downstream interneuron promoter, dbl-1, in order to compare the cal-
cium signaling in this interneuron, AVA, resulting from optogenetic and me-
chanical stimulation. Using software we developed, these freely swimming
worms will be tracked and optogenetically stimulated using a light source
localized to the sensory neurons of interest. Traditional mechanical stimula-
tion with an eyelash will be carried out in tandem. The downstream calcium
responses observed during each stimulation will be compared to determine if
the optogenetic stimulation resulted in the same physiological response as
mechanical stimulation. This study will provide insight into the relevance
of optogenetics as a physiological probe of neural networks.
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Optogenetics is a fast-evolving technique that employs photoreceptors to
manipulate cellular activity with light. Most prominently, microbial rhodopsins
are expressed in neuronal cells allowing for light-induced regulation of their
respective membrane potential. While channelrhodopsin activation induces
membrane depolarization, thereby triggering action potential firing, the hyper-
polarizing effect of light-activated proton and chloride pumps is used for
neuronal silencing. In order to broaden the palette of optogenetic applications,
we aim for development of subcellularly targeted optogenetic actuators. These
might be applied to study intracellular processes that underly information pro-
cessing within and between neurons.
Here, we describe the design and characterization of ‘‘pHoenix’’, a fusion pro-
tein targeted to presynaptic vesicles. Following light application, pHoenix spe-
cifically triggers vesicular neurotransmitter uptake. Hence, expression of
pHoenix in cultured neurons together with classical electrophysiology allows
for correlation between presynaptic vesicular contents and respective postsyn-
aptic responses. Moreover, pHoenix activation in combination with vesicular
pH imaging might be used to study the kinetics of the underlying biochemical
processes. Our results show how targeting of optogenetic actuators is crucial to
decipher compartment-specific, cellular machineries that cannot be analyzed
by global activation/inhibition of neurons.
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Optogenetics is an emerging technology that combines optics and genetics to
remotely and precisely control individual cells in a living tissue. Due to the
high spatial and temporal resolution, this innovative approach has been
widely employed in the field of neuroscience to manipulate the electrical
activity of various types of neuron cells. However, its application in the study
and therapy of cardiovascular diseases is still in the infancy. In this work,
primary cultures of neonatal rat ventricular myocytes (NRVMs) were infected
with lentivirus containing the channelrhodopsin (ChR2) gene (teto-FUW-
ChR2-eYFP) and paced with short pulses of LED light (wavelength
475 nm) delivered via optical fibers of various diameters (from 0.3 to
1mm). Wave propagation induced by optical pacing was monitored using a
Vm-sensitive dye and a photodiode optical mapping system. Parameters of
excitation waves induced by optical pulses were compared with those ones
induced by electrical pacing. Our data showed that ChR2 protein can be sta-
bly and homogeneously expressed on the cell membrane of NRVMs without
significantly affecting cell shape and monolayer confluence. The ChR2-
expressing cultures could be paced by light pulses at varying frequencies
(from 0.25 to 4Hz), using even the smallest 0.3-mm optical fibers, suggestingthe high light sensitivity of ChR2 in NRVM cells. In addition, optical Vm
mapping showed that key parameters of excitation waves (e.g., shape of op-
tical action potentials and conduction velocity) induced by light pulses were
similar to that ones induced by electrical stimulation. These results demon-
strate the feasibility of optical pacing and simultaneous optical Vm mapping
in ChR2-expressing NVRM monolayers, and lay a foundation for the devel-
opment of novel optical-based pacing devices.
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The b-cell is a subunit of the Islet of Langerhans, a micro-organ of the
pancreas which maintains glucose homeostasis. This endocrine cell senses
changes in blood glucose levels and releases the hormone insulin. An electro-
physiological process governing insulin release occurs through initial uptake
of blood glucose and generation of ATP which binds the K-ATP channel
causing inhibition and subsequent membrane depolarization. Influx of cal-
cium from voltage-gated channels then interact with insulin secretory vesicles
to promote exocystosis into the blood stream. In order to directly influence
calcium dynamics, insulin release, and to study the electrophysical properties
of the b-cell we used Channelrhodopsin-2 (ChR2), a light activated cation
channel capable of creating membrane depolarization with light stimulation.
Transient transfection of the MIN6 b-cell line using ChR2-YFP was carried
out followed by calcium imaging using Fura2-AM. Following ChR2 stimula-
tion at 490nm we observed local depolarization events in positively trans-
fected cells. We demonstrated the creation of new oscillatory behavior at
high glucose levels that can be set at specified frequencies and demonstrate
that ChR2 can be used to overcome disruption in the K-ATP channel.
Next, we isolated intact islets from a mouse model with b-cell specific
expression of ChR2-YFP. We demonstrated global depolarization events
upon ChR2 stimulation and performed insulin secretion assays to demonstrate
enhanced insulin secretion. In addition, a computational multi-cellular islet
model including ChR2 was used for comparison between in-vitro and in-
silico experiments. This work demonstrates the ability of cell-specific electro-
physiological control in the islet of Langerhans which will give further
insight into b-cell behavior. Future work will include analyzing local depolar-
ization on global islet behavior, examining the effect of ChR2 on islet-islet
coupling, and developing an in-vivo model; which will include testing the
feasibility for reversing diabetes.
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The striatum is the main input nucleus of the basal ganglia. It receives excit-
atory inputs from the cortex and the thalamus that predominantly target the
medium-sized spiny neurons (MSNs), the main neuronal cell-type and the
projection neurons of the striatum. MSNs are divided in two subpopulations.
A simplified model of the basal ganglia circuit proposes that the so-called
‘‘direct pathway’’ facilitates movements via the dMSNs, while the so-
called ‘‘indirect pathway’’ terminates or suppresses movements via the
iMSNs. Imbalances in the activity of both pathways are thought to have
an effect on numerous movement disorders. Therefore, the output of the
striatum is dependent upon which MSN type is stimulated, but also on their
respective firing rate. These firing rates are themselves controlled by feedfor-
ward inhibition from local interneurons which is largely mediated by parval-
bumin (PV)-expressing fast-spiking interneurons (FSIs). They inhibit to both
direct and indirect pathway MSNs and are also interconnected with each
other via electrical and chemical synapses. In order to understand how activ-
ity is regulated within the striatum, it is essential to understand the functional
connectivity between the different neuronal types. Further, it is relevant to
know whether feedforward inhibition differentially affect MSNs in the direct
or indirect pathway. In this study we focus on the GABAergic microcircuits
of the mouse striatum by investigating the target selectivity of striatal FSIs
using optogenetic techniques, which enable us to selectively stimulate
FSIs using pulses of 470 nm blue light. This approach is also combined
with electrophysiological measurements using patch clamp recordings in
acute brain slices. The inhibitory post-synaptic currents of both subpopula-
tions of MSNs due to striatal microcircuitry FSI activation are compared
in physiological and pathological models of chronic amphetamine/cocaine
administration.
